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protect their rites is entirely rescinded, and we direct that they suffer the penalty of proscription and death if they again venture to meet in public in their criminal audacity.' A few weeks afterwards a new decree was issued, ordering a public conference to be held at Carthage within six months, in which the Catholic and Donatist bishops should defend their respective positions before a civil judge.
I will deal more fully in the next chapter with the political events which are vaguely reflected in this rapid  change of policy.     For the  moment, before describing the great conference at Carthage, I will only say that we have no need whatever to make a microscopic research into the character of Honorius.    Since the death of Stilicho in 408, the court at Ravenna had  Jived in  hourly dread of Alaric and his Goths.     In  409  Alaric  set up  a rival emperor  at   Rome,   and   the  possession   of Africa became of supreme importance to him and his puppet.    The practised army of the Circum-cellions would have been a formidable auxiliary to an  invading  force, and it was well known  they would   not   hesitate   to   join   the   Arian   Goths. Hence the momentary 'kindliness.'     The   small force sent by Attalus into Africa was cut up by